THOMAS RUMBOLD
wherefore having again given instructions to his boy what
to do, he made several journeys to the goldsmith's, walking
by his door to watch an opportunity. At length he found one ;
for seeing the servants tell a considerable quantity of gold,
he gave the sign to his boy, who presently went in and,
clapping his hand on the heap, took up and brought away
a full handful, and coming to his master gave it him.
Neither did the boy make so much haste out of the shop but
that he could hear a stranger, who was in the shop receiving
of money, say to the apprentice: "Why, do not you stop
the boy?" " No," said the apprentice, " I do not mean to;
I know him well enough. My master paid sauce lately for
stopping of him." And so they continued telling of their
money.
Rumbold being intimately acquainted with a jeweller in
Foster Lane, whom he had often helped to the sale of rings
and jewels, which made his credit good with him, went one
time into his workroom, and chancing to spy a very rich
jewel he told him that he could help him to the sale thereof,
my lady such-an-one having spoken to him about such
a thing. The jeweller, glad of the opportunity, delivered
it to our adventurer at such a price to sell for him. But
Rumbold only carried it to another workman to have another
made like it with counterfeit stones. Before he went, he
asked if the lady disliked it whether he might leave it
with his wife or servant. "Aye, aye," says he, "either will
be sufficient." Rumbold was forced to watch a whole day
to see when he went out, and being gone, presently went to
the shop and inquired of his wife for her husband. She
answered him that he was but just gone. " Well, madam/'
said he, " you can do my business as well as he; it is only to
deliver these stones into your custody " ; and so he went his
way. Not long after, Rumbold met the jeweller in the street
with displeasing looks. " Sir," said he, " I thought a friend
would not have served me so." But our adventurer denied
it stiffly; whereupon he was very angry, and told him he
would prosecute him, Rumbold seemed not to value his
threats, and so left him. Rumbold was not gone many paces